ECDC
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(დაავადებათა პრევენციისა და კონტროლის ევროპული ცენტრი)
Location: Solna, Sweden
ECDC is an agency of the EU, aimed at strengthening Europe's defences against infectious diseases. The agency’s core functions cover a wide spectrum of activities: surveillance, epidemic intelligence, response, scientific advice, microbiology, preparedness, public health training, international relations, and health communication.
Tasks of the agency:
· Searches, collates, evaluates and disseminates relevant scientific and technical data;
· Provides scientific opinion and assistance;
· Provides timely information to the Commission, the Member States, EU agencies and international organizations;
· Coordinates the European networks operating within the Centre’s mission, exchange information and expertise, and facilitates the development and implementation of joint actions;
· Coordinates the award-winning European Antibiotic Awareness Day initiative.

Tangible Contribution: 

ECDC assesses the risk for Europe posed by infectious disease threats and provides options for response to Member States. Preparedness is the key to handling crises in the best possible way. ECDC assists Member States in evaluating their level of preparedness, identifying potential gaps and strengthening their capacities. ECDC provides advice upon request from Member States and EU institutions. ECDC also performs country visits to analyze the current epidemiological situation of a certain disease, review current prevention and control efforts and propose actions for strengthening the preparedness and response to that health threat. A key role of ECDC is to analyze data from all the EU countries on over 50 infectious diseases and conditions, providing information for action on trends and patterns across the Member States.

Members: EU member states, European Commission, European Parliament.
Observers: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway.
Cooperation mechanisms: open for the third countries.
Cooperation with Georgia/State of Play: 
Georgia has been cooperating with the ECDC since 2014. Georgian side has participated in a number of conferences, seminars, meetings on prevention and control of transmittable diseases, their causes and treatment-related issues.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ECDC is a scientific leader of the MediPIET project: "Furher Development and Consolidation of the Mediterranean Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training" which is funded by the European Union. In 2015-20176, the Georgian epidemiologists and Public Health Practitioners participated as external participants in the MediPIET modules. In total, 15 31 Georgian specialists have been trained within different modules, it was a good opportunity for them to extend and re-fresh their knowledge, share and exchange experience, improve their skills, establish networks with colleagues from Mediterranean countries. 9 experts became trainers-of-trainers (2 in CBRN, 2 in Emergency Preparedness, 2 in Epidemic Inteligence and Risk Management, 2 in refugees and migrant health and one in Managing Ethical Issues in Infectious Disease Outbreaks). . 19 abstractas (2 oral, 17 poster) were accepted at Annual Scientific Conference during 2016, 2017, and 2018.
· The relevant MediPIET training materials are used in constructing the lectures of epidemiology at the faculty of medicine and Master’s program at Iv. Javakhishvili State University and State Medical University, Tbilisi
· CBRN ToT Methodology was used to develop a national CBRN table top exercise (TTX) for National First Respond Team. Knowledge and skills gained by external participants during the CBRN modules under MediPIET project have been applied in developing the CBRN preparedness and response mechanism for CBRN national interagency council of Georgia 
· Gained knowledge and experience facilitated Georgian participants transfer to and apply for the newly established Public Health Preparedness and Response Division’s needs at NCDC Georgia:
· Skills gained at one of the module, concerning Mass Gatherings, was directly useful in terms of new responsibilities and focus of the Division
· Module concerning Statistical Analysis, showed the importance and triggered the work of the Division in that direction 
· Each module helped to improve special and most valuable skills in: contribution to group work, academic writing, networking, presentation skills and etc.
Right now we are working on Further development and Consolidation of the Mediterranean and Black–Sea Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training, MediPIET (consolidation phase 2018-2020). 


Benefits: Cooperation with the ECDC will support Georgia to better analyze and  interpret data from EU countries on 52 communicable diseases and conditions, using the  European Surveillance System (TESSy). 
Lead: Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs.
Agency’s website: https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/home.



